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1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a - ( sent 10 the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 2_ 



. sheets, as follows: 



□ 
□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b - ED ( sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

— _ . _ , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



12SJ 


Box No. 


I 


□ 


Box No. 


II 


□ 


Box No. 
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□ 


Box No. 


IV 




Box No. 


V 


□ 


Box No. 


VI 


□ 


Box No. 


VII 




Box No. 


VIII 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/007993 



1 ' T^^^2^^° n " baS6d ° n * e internati ° na ' a "> licati °" «" the ' an S ua S e in which i, was filed, un.ess 



□ 



This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 'anguage 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

|2U international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



The international application as originally filed/furnished 
[X] the description: 

Pages i.i3 

pages* 
pages* 



_ received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



the claims: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



_ , as originally filed/furnished 



1-12 



> as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by this Authority on 19 May 2004 (19.05.200 4) 

_ received by this Authority on ~~~ "~~ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 
pages* 



1-3 



received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

\~\ the sequence listing (specify): 

Q any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4 ' D SdVTn^theXvf blent^V' ( hT *™?™™ annexed to this report and listed be.ow had not been 

(Tule'vo" (c)) c °™dered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

□ 

the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): _ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PR ELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
I Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



International application No. 

PCT7EP2003/007993 



I Continuation of Box No. 1, item 2: ~ * " — 

1 ' k^sesssss XhSarr *■*" - - — ■»■— - -— » » - — 

a - type of material 

I | a sequence listing 

table(s) related to the sequence listing 
b * format of material 
I I in written format 

in computer readable form 
c - time of filing/furnishing 

□ 

contained in the international application as filed 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purpose of search and/or examination 

□ 

received by this Authority as an amendment* on 



□ 



In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablefs) relating thereto has been filed 

ESS, n r H equ,r ; d stat r en K s that , th , e infoimation in the subse « uent - ^TSSSS? 

application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
|3. Additional comments: 



'ZpeTseded^ N °' 1 aPPUeS ' liSting ^ ^ tMe(S) rdaled tkeret °' M >f°™ P°n of the basis of the report, may be marked 
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International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/007993 



'Z^^^T''^ ° n thC Cl3rity ° f the daimS ' desc "Ption, and drawings 
supported by the description, are made: s 

See the supplemental box 



or on the question whether the claims are fully 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



1-12 



1-12 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
Technical field 

The invention concerns a device and a method for carrying 
out gas reactions in a plasma reactor through which gas 
flows . 



Closest prior art 

WO 98/19965 discloses a device and a method according to 
the preambles of claims 1 and 8, respectively. Dl shows 
the formation of a spiral gas flow in order to generate a 
central region with reduced pressure in the plasma 
produced, so as to control the dimensions of the plasma. 

Problem 

The problem addressed by the present invention is that of 
adjusting the gas flow as necessary, moderating the gas 
flow to a greater or lesser extent depending on its 
purpose, in order to obtain a well-distributed and stable 
plasma . 

Solution 

According to the characterizing parts of claims 1 and 8, 
this problem is solved by adjustable flow-forming elements 
for generating the zone in which the flow is moderated. 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP 03/07993 



Prior art/Assessment 

None of the prior art citations discloses or suggests 
adjustable flow-forming elements for generating the zone 
in which the flow is moderated. Therefore the invention is 
neither disclosed nor suggested by the available prior 
art. Consequently the subject matter of claim 1 (device) 
and claim 8 (method) is novel and also involves an 
inventive step. 

Observations 

Claim 1 corresponds to the combination of features in the 
claim 3 originally filed. Claim 8 corresponds to the 
combination of features in the claims 10 and 3 originally 
filed. 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 1 J 

The features in the claims have not been provided with 
reference signs between parentheses (PCT Rule 6.2(b)). 



Contrary to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (iii) , the description is not 
in line with the claims. 

Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , the 
description did not cite WO 98/19965 or the relevant pri< 
art contained therein. 
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